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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Receipt is acl^nowledged of applicant's amendment filed (5/6/2008). Claims (1- 
34) are pending and an action on the merits is as follows. 

Upon review of the Applicant's response filed May 06, 2008, it is noted that a 
restriction/election is warranted. Any inconvenience to Applicant is regretted. 

Election-Restrictions 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 18-26, 28-31, drawn to method and apparatus of determining integer 
ambiguity (by using GPS positioning device, fixed reference station and move 
quantity detection unit), classified in class 342, subclass 357.04. 

II. Claim 32, drawn to an apparatus (a GPS positioning system comprising 
reference station, GPS positioning device and communication path), classified 
in class 455, subclass 405. 

III. Claims 33-34, drawn to an apparatus (a mobile reference station comprising 
movement quantity detection unit), classified in class 701, subclass 216. 

3. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions l/ll and III are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 

inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another and materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus 
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as claimed can be used to practice anotlier and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case, the process as claimed can be practiced by another and 
materially different apparatus, such as a mobile reference station involves use of 
movement quantity detection device on both the GPS positioning deice and the 
reference station. Furthermore, the moving of reference station further complicates the 
calculation since Doppler frequency shift factor will incur more complicated method of 
apparatus used. 

4. Inventions I and II are related as product and process of use. The inventions can 
be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process 
for using the product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different 
product or (2) the product as claimed can be used in a materially different process of 
using that product. See MPEP § 806.05(h). In the instant case, the process for using the 
product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different product, such as a 
communication path which enables communication between GPS and reference 
station can be implemented with a geostationary satellite which is also a fixed station. 

5. Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in 
a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not overlap in scope 
and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one subcombination is 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as a method 
of presenting a projecting image and segmenting the recorded color data without a 
method of color-correcting an image and segmenting the reflected image, and vise 
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versa. In other words, each one of the inventions recited in Group I and Group II is 
separately usable in a system not having the other. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

6. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

7. Upon election of invention III, the applicant is further required under 35 U.S. 0.1 21 
to elect on of the following disclosed species for prosecution on the merits to which the 
claims shall be restricted if no genehc claim is finally held to be allowable: 

(A) Claim 33, where the reference station transmits (inherently a transmitter in 
the mobile reference station). 

(B) Claim 34, where the reference station receives (inherently a receiver in the 
mobile reference station). 

8. Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification 
of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement (e.g., I and A), and a 
listing of all claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An 
argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered 
nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include 
all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1 .141 . If claims are 
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added after the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected 
species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably 
distinct, applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record 
showing the species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the 
case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over 
the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) of the other invention. 



Conclusion 

Applicant is strongly recommended to focus on previous indicated allowable 
subject matter in amending the claims by clearly defining the use of first, second and 
third integer ambiguity estimation unit in every amended claim in order to avoid further 
restriction or 112 rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harry Liu whose telephone number is 571-270-1338. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, please leave a 
voice message with application serial number and nature of call, a response within 24 
hours can be expected during regular business days. Also, the examiner's supervisor, 
Thomas Tarcza can be reached on 571-272-6979. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-270-2338. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Harry Liu 

Examiner, Art Unit 3662 

July 22, 2008 

/Thomas H. Tarcza/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3662 



